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1. List three of the most important causes either long-term or proximate, of the event you chose
Several reasons caused the 1812 war; one of the reasons is that Britain was trying to block trade between US and France since France and Britain were at war. Both nations were trying to sabotage each other’s economies. On the other side, the US wanted to remain neutral in the war. To ensure that America did not trade with France, Britain made an order that any ship that tries to enter France territory without first passing through a British port to pay a fee and obtain a license should be treated as an enemy ship. British felt this was vital to fight Napoleon but, Americans felt that this rule was interfering with their independence. The second cause of the war was impressments or kidnapping by the British. Due to the harsh rule, poor feeding and hard work on the British sailors many of them escaped to America in thousands. Therefore, the British claimed that it would inspect American private ships for deserters. The Americans felt that this was a violation of their independence, which caused them to react through war. One of the incidences that provoked Americans was when four members of the Chesapeake crew and a United State Navy Ship were kidnapped by the British who claim they were British deserters. The third cause of the war was expansion by Americans to the Northwest. To stop this expansion, the British supplied Native Americans in Ohio valley with weapons to attack American soldiers and limit the expansion. Americans saw this as another violation of their sovereignty; thus, declared war in 1812.
2. Choose one of the causes you listed above, and describe why it was an essential precursor to the event you chose.
Among the three causes of the 1812 war, the impressments especially the incidence of the Chesapeake led to the war. Many British sailors used to escape to America due to poor feeding, hard work and harsh discipline in the British Royal Navy. Without the sailors, the British were weak and without power. The Americans accepted the British deserters as American citizens, and many worked in Americans' ships. The more the men, the more America would gain economically. Since the number of sailors was reducing on the side of the British, the British decided to capture American ships and kidnap sailors claiming they were British deserters. The dispute came to the forefront when a British warship fired at the Chesapeake an American warship boarded it killed three sailors and captured four claiming they were British deserters. Americans were irate by the incident and called for war to affirm America sovereignty and honor. Another similar affair with the Leander had resulted in the president banning British ships from American ports except those with dispatches. The British responded with the Order of Council rule in 1807 where American ships entering France territory without first passing through British port to pay a fee and obtain a license were treated as enemy ships.
Consequently, this led to the capture of 900 American ships from 1807 to 1812. The Americans responded with the Embargo Act, which forbid American vessels from sailing to foreign ports and as a result, the US closed all their ports from British ships. The act affected America and the British economy. The Embargo act was out ruled by the Non-Intercourse Act of 1809 which forbid American vessels from sailing to foreign ports except those bound from French and British. The law was replaced by Macon's Bill Number 2. The new act stated that it would allow foreign ships in American ports if Great Britain and France stop their interference with American ships. France agreed to end the interference so that they would bring trouble for Great Britain. At this point, America was coming closer to declaring war.
At the same time, the British were limiting America expansion to the Northwest by offering Indians living in this region with weapons to attack American soldiers. British wanted to protect their fur trade in this region which was thriving. The British supporting Indians attacking Americans was a sign of war and in 1812 Americans declared war. The important actors of this event were the British who attacked the Chesapeake and who always irritated Americans. The British were the cause of the 1812 war.
3. Evaluate the choices this person or the representatives of this group made. Discuss the ethical implications of the choices. Whose interests did their action serve? What were the social benefits, costs or limits of the decisions?
The British chose to attack American ships and kidnap their sailors so that they could increase the workforce in their Navy. Uniquely, many British sailors had deserted the British Navy after mistreatment. When the British noticed that their workforce was reducing they resulted in kidnapping American sailors and claiming that they were British deserters. Again, the British came up with an unfair rule which required US ships to pay fees and obtain licenses for them to be allowed to enter France territory. Notably, this was interference of America sovereignty. The ethical implications of the choices made by the British led to war. The war of 1812 was the result of the horrible decisions the British came up with; the war led to the death of many. Again, it led to economic instability for both America and the British. The rivalry between America and the British created economic instability since the two could not trade with each other. Again, many British Navy deserted British due to mistreatment, hard work, and poor food in the Royal Navy, those who were caught were prosecuted through hanging. Mistreatment in the navy resulted in the escaping of many; which led to death for those who were found.
Arguably, the British action benefited themselves. British wanted to have control over the oceans and Canada. To do so, they came up with the rule that all US ships should pay a fee before entering France ports. British used the money to expand their trade and power. Again, British kidnapped American sailors so that they can have more men on their Navy; more men meant more power.
Additionally, the British supplied weapons to the Indians in the Northwest part of America to limit America expansion towards the North. British interests were to continue with the fur business which was thriving in that area. They knew that if Americans expanded to that region, they would lose their control over the business.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The British benefited financially from these choices. The fees they collected from the US ships and the fur businesses funded them with the finances to remain in control. Also, the kidnaps increased the workforce in the Royal Navy which gave them the advantage to win at war over the Americans. However, the British had to spent some money due to the decisions they made, first, they had to supply the Indians with more weapons to fight the Americans. Again, many soldiers fled from the Royal Navy due to mistreatment. During the war, the British lost Canada which she wanted to acquire for trade. Although the war was dreadful, after the war all nations enjoyed a period of peace.
